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LECT. 5

BASE BUILDING

AND ANCIENT SUBSTRATA



Porticus Octaviae



The ancient urban structure can be clearly read, (see fig. 1) through three fundamental components:
- routes, orientated by the river: matrix route (parallel to the river) and building routes 
(orthogonal) for access to bridges and riverside;
- fabrics, serial and mostly formed by insulae of multifamily housing or horrea of specialized buildings;
- large special organisms that form urban nodes, as theaters, portici, thermae and the 
odeum.



At first, the free central area, in the Middle Ages, was filled with houses of a very simple, 
semirural types (the profferlo house, from latin pro-fero, bringing in the front), with external 
staircases, aggregated on a serial, occasional basis



On the outer “husk” of the block the transformation process is much longer and 
deeper, forming row houses transformed over time and recast into in linea houses.



4 phases in the same block 

- ancient roman substratum 

- medieval profferlo houses aggregate 
- medieval/renaissance row houses 
- multi-family nineteenth-century  houses





VIA DEI CAPPELLARI
VIA DEL PELLEGRINO

In the perimeter of the block, instead, we find more recent, urban row houses. 
In the semi-abandoned via dei Cappellari, the houses remained quite close to the original row house form. In the busy via del 
Pellegrino, a road much more commercial and used by pilgrims going to the Vatican, houses extensively transformed in the 
Nineteenth century are encountered. Even in the transformations, it is still possible to clearly recognize the original type with 
double window and double doors.

Shop house

Atrium house



Casa ad atrio 
in via Borgognona

Case in via delle Carrozze
Di proprietà del Convento di
S.Silvestro in Capite (XVI secolo)



Processo schiera linea (Caniggia)









Unity as aggregation of cells



ccc

MULTIFAMILY ROW HOUSES IN VIA 

DEL PELLEGRINO

“BOTTEGA” AND  “ATRIUM” ROW HOUSES

ROW HOUSES IN 

VIA DEI 

CAPPELLARI

ROW HOUSES MELTED AND 

TRANFORMED IN  LINEA HOUSE



ICP San Saba 1907-23 

• ICP San Saba 1907-23



Theo Brenner 2010 case in linea sul lago di Costanza



SUBSTRATA – ROMAN SPECIAL ORGANISMS 
TRANSFORMATION



The substrata of the great monumental types
has given rise to a completely different process,
both basic and special building types.

The ground floor map shows the
transformation of theatres and circuses and

how the Medieval and Renaissance fabric
overlapped the ancient structures (.

The substrata is formed by two parts: the crypta, 

a serial structure around a large open space 

which has resulted in basic buildings, extensively 

recast, and religious complexes: the cavea (the 

steps) and the scena (the stage) which has 

resulted mostly in palazzos.



On the existing 
substrata, in the 
Twelfth century, 
porched merchant 
row houses are 
built for fabric 
traders in Via delle
Botteghe Oscure
and in Via dei
Delfini, recasting 
over time 



ROW HOUSES AND POSITION VARIANT AT THE START OF VIA DEI DELFINI ROW HOUSES AND MELTING OF TWO UNITIES IN VIA DEI DELFINI



Plan of the Pompeus theatre excavations superimposed on the cadastral map (beginning of
Nineteen Century).





A. Foschini. Corso Rinascimento

The plan of Corso Rinascimento by Arnaldo Foschini, although destructive, proposes a logical continuity in the 
reconstruction. It is a realistic kind of “redesign” of the old fabric 
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practical work – row house fabric on matrix, building, connecting
routes







Urfa mercato metodo


