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Iranian Network of Urban Morphology, 
starting a new to study the rooted

During ISUF 2019 in Nicosia, the idea of an Irani-
an network of urban morphology was conceived 
in conversations with Vítor Oliveira. With his 
encouragement, it was decided to do a project 
on reviewing the studies of urban form in Iran to 
clarify the leading scholars of urban morphology 
in this country. The project ended with an article 
published in the Journal of Urban morphology in 
April 2022 (Abaee, 2022). Part of the contribu-
tors who addressed the Iranian urban form with 
a transparent disciplinary approach recognised 
for the establishment of the Iranian network. 
However, it must be said that the study of urban 
form in Iran suffers from linguistic, terminologi-
cal and disciplinary biases. For me, it was a great 
honour to present the process of establishing the 
Iranian network to the ISUF council in the Lodz 
and Cracow conference this year. During recent 
months, the Iranian network of urban morphol-
ogy has benefited from the generous supports of 
Giuseppe Strappa and Vítor Oliveira. Now, the 
initial steps of the establishment are proceed-
ing. I am proud to announce the collaboration 
of the following colleagues to establish the Ira-
nian network (the order is alphabetic): Mazyar 
Abaee (Research and training director, Urban 
planning and Architecture Research Centre of 
Iran,) Zahra Ahari (Professor, Shahid Beheshti 
University, Tehran,) Pantea Alipour (Instruc-
tor, University of Art, Tehran,) Eisa Esfanjari 
(Assistant Professor, Art University of Isfahan, 
Isfahan,) Toofan Haghani (Assistant Professor, 
Islamic Azad University, Central Tehran Branch, 
Tehran,) Nasim Iranmanesh (Instructor, Islamic 
Azad University, West Tehran Branch, Tehran,) 
Mahta Mirmoghtadaee (Planning and Urban 
Design Department Director; Road, Housing, 
and Urban Development Research Centre,) Aza-
deh Mohajer Milani (University Of Tehran, Teh-
ran,) Maryam Mohammadi (Associate Professor, 
Islamic Azad University, West Tehran Branch, 
Tehran,) Mohammadreza Noghsanmohammadi 
(Associate Professor, Yazd University, Yazd,) and 
Homeira Shayesteh (Senior Lecturer, Middlesex 
University, London.) The Iranian network regrets 
not benefiting from the collaboration of an es-
sential international scholar of the field, Kayvan 
Karimi (Senior Lecturer, The Bartlett School of 
Architecture, UCL, London and Space Syntax Ltd. 
Director), in the initial steps. Yet we are proud of 
receiving his compassionate companionship. The 
Iranian network of urban morphology is a new-
comer and is making its initial steps. In contrast, 
the Iranian urban form is a senior with ancient 
roots, historical growth, contemporary innova-
tions and current complexities. We are starting 
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